Vulnerability and Security


Urban Informal sector employment is broadly characterized as employment in urban areas in units that produce good or services on a small scale with the primary objective of generating employment and income for those concerned. Theses units typically operate at a low level of organization, with little or no division between labor and capital as factors of production. Labor relations are based on casual employment, kinship, or social relationship rather than contractual arrangements.
The data are from labor force and special informal sector surveys, various household surveys, surveys of household industries or economic activities, surveys of small and micro enterprises, and official estimates.  The international comparability of the data is affected by differences among countries in definitions and coverage in the treatment of domestic workers and those who have a secondary job in the informal sector. 

The data are from the International Labour Organization (ILO) database Key Indicators of the Labour Market, fourth edition.

Youth Unemployment is an important policy issue for many economies. Experiencing unemployment may permanently impair a young person’s productive potential and future employment opportunities. 

Unemployment among youth ages 15-24 is presented, but the lower age limit for young people in a country could be determined by the minimum age for leaving school, so age groups could differ across countries. Also since this age group is likely to include school leavers, the level of youth unemployment varies significantly over the year as a result of different school opening and closing dates.

The data are from the International Labour Organization (ILO) database Key Indicators of the Labour Market, fourth edition.

Unemployment in an economy is the broadest indicator of economic activity as reflected by the labor market. The International Labour Organization (ILO) defines the unemployed as members of the economically active population who are without work but available for and seeking work, including people who have lost their jobs and those who have voluntarily left work. Some unemployment is unavoidable in all economies. At any time some workers are temporarily unemployed—between jobs as employers look for the right workers and workers search for better jobs. Such unemployment, often called frictional unemployment, results from the normal operation of labor markets.

Data on unemployment are drawn from labor force sample surveys and general household sample surveys, censuses, and other administrative records such as social insurance statistics, employment office statistics, and official estimates, which are usually based on information drawn from one or more of the above sources. Labor force surveys generally yield the most comprehensive data because they include groups not covered in other unemployment statistics, particularly people seeking work for the first time. These surveys generally use a definition of unemployment that follows the international recommendations more closely than that used by other sources and therefore generate statistics that are more comparable internationally.

Women tend to be excluded from the unemployment count for various reasons. Women suffer more from discrimination and from structural, social, and cultural barriers that impede them from actively seeking work. Also, women are often responsible for the care of children and the elderly or for other household affairs. They may not be available for work during the short reference period, as they need to make arrangement before starting work. Furthermore, women are considered to be employed when they are working part-time or in temporary jobs in the informal sector, despite the instability of these jobs and that they may be actively looking for more secure employment.

Unemployment refers to the share of the labor force without work but available for and seeking employment. Definitions of labor force and unemployment differ by country. Long-term unemployment refers to the number of people with continuous periods of unemployment extending for a year or longer, expressed as a percentage of the total unemployed.
The data are from the International Labour Organization (ILO) database Key Indicators of the Labour Market, fourth edition.

The data on female-headed household are from recent Demographic and Health Surveys. The definition and concept of the female-headed household differ greatly across economies, making cross-country comparison difficult. In some cases it is assumed that a woman cannot be the head of any household in which an adult male is present, because of sex-biased stereotype. Users need to be cautious when interpreting the data.

Female-headed households refer to the percentage of households with a female head.

The data on female-headed household are from Demographic and Health Surveys by Macro International.

Economically active children 
Adolescent fertility rate is based on data on registered live births from vital registration systems or, in the absence of such systems, from censuses or sample surveys. As long as the surveys are fairly recent, the estimated rates are generally considered reliable measures of fertility in the recent past. Where no empirical information on age-specific fertility rates is available, a model is used to estimate the share of births to adolescents. For countries without vital registration systems, fertility rates are generally based on extrapolations from trends observed in censuses or surveys from earlier years.

Adolescent fertility rate is the number of births per 1,000 women ages 15–19. The data come from Demographic and Health Surveys by Macro International, the WHO’s Coverage of Maternity Care (1997) and other WHO sources, UNICEF’s State of the World’s Children 2005 and Childinfo; and national statistical offices.

Women at risk of unintended pregnancy. An increasing number of couples in the developing world want to limit or postpone childbearing but are not using effective contraceptive methods. These couples face the risk of unintended pregnancy, shown in the table as the percentage of married women of reproductive age who do not want to become pregnant but are not using contraception (Bulatao 1998). Information on this indicator is collected through surveys and excludes women not exposed to the risk of unintended pregnancy because of menopause, infertility, or postpartum anovulation. Common reasons for not using contraception are lack of knowledge about contraceptive methods and concerns about possible health side-effects.

Women at risk of unintended pregnancy are fertile, married women of reproductive age who do not want to become pregnant and are not using contraception.

The data come from Demographic and Health Surveys by Macro International, the WHO’s Coverage of Maternity Care (1997) and other WHO sources, UNICEF’s State of the World’s Children 2005 and Childinfo; and national statistical offices.

The share of births attended by skilled health staff is an indicator of a health system’s ability to provide adequate care for pregnant women. Good antenatal and postnatal care improve maternal health and reduce maternal and infant mortality. But data may not reflect such improvements because health information systems are often weak, maternal deaths are underreported, and rates of maternal mortality are difficult to measure.

Births attended by skilled health staff are the percentage of deliveries attended by personnel trained to give the necessary supervision, care, and advice to women during pregnancy, labor, and the postpartum period; to conduct deliveries on their own; and to care for newborns.

The data come from Demographic and Health Surveys by Macro International, the WHO’s Coverage of Maternity Care (1997) and other WHO sources, UNICEF’s State of the World’s Children 2005 and Childinfo; and national statistical offices.

Maternal mortality ratios are generally of unknown reliability, as are many other cause-specific mortality indicators. Household surveys such as the Demographic and Health Surveys attempt to measure maternal mortality by asking respondents about survivorship of sisters. The main disadvantage of this method is that the estimates of maternal mortality that it produces pertain to 12 years or so before the survey, making them unsuitable for monitoring recent changes or observing the impact of interventions. In addition, measurement of maternal mortality is subject to many types of errors. Even in high-income countries with vital registration systems, misclassification of maternal deaths has been found to lead to serious underestimation.

The maternal mortality ratios shown in the table as national estimates are based on national surveys, vital registration, or surveillance or are derived from community and hospital records. For countries with national data reported maternal mortality was adjusted by a factor of under- or over-estimation. For countries with no national data modeled estimates are used, based on an exercise by the World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). In this exercise, maternal mortality was estimated with a regression model using information on fertility, birth attendants, and GDP. Neither set of ratios can be assumed to provide an accurate estimate of maternal mortality for any of the countries in the table.

 Maternal mortality ratio is the number of women who die from pregnancy-related causes during pregnancy and childbirth, per 100,000 live births. The data come from Demographic and Health Surveys by Macro International, the WHO’s Coverage of Maternity Care (1997) and other WHO sources, UNICEF’s State of the World’s Children 2005 and Childinfo; and national statistical offices. Modeled estimates for maternal mortality ratios are from Carla AbouZahr and Tessa Wardlaw’s “Maternal Mortality in 2000: Estimates Developed by WHO, UNICEF, and UNFPA” (2003).
Pregnant women receiving prenatal care is essential for recognizing, diagnosing, and promptly treating complications that arise during pregnancy. In high-income countries most women have access to health care during pregnancy, but in developing countries an estimated 8 million women suffer pregnancyrelated complications every year, and over half a million die (WHO 2004). This is reflected in the differences in maternal mortality ratios between high- and low-income countries.
Pregnant women receiving prenatal care are the percentage of women attended at least once during pregnancy by skilled health personnel for reasons related to pregnancy. The data are from United Nations Children’s Fund’s (UNICEF) State of the World’s Children 2006.
Unpaid family workers. Among people who are unsalaried, women are more likely than men to be unpaid family workers, while men are more likely than women to be self-employed or employers. There are several reasons for this. Few women have access to credit markets, capital, land, training, and education, which may be required to start up a business. Cultural norms may prevent women from working on their own or from supervising other workers. Also, women may face time constraints due to their traditional family responsibilities. Because of biases and misclassification substantial numbers of employed women may be underestimated or reported as unpaid family workers even when they work in association or equally with their husbands in the family enterprise.
Unpaid family workers are those who work without pay in a market-oriented establishment or activity operated by a related person living in the same household. The data are from the ILO’s Key Indicators of the Labour Market, fourth edition.

Vulnerability is the risk that a household or individual will experience an episode of income or health poverty over time. In addition, vulnerability also means the probability of being exposed to a number of other risks (violence, crime, natural disasters, being pulled out of school). The indicators here focus on individual risks–informal sector employment, unemployment, female-headed household–as well as population groups that face income of health poverty over time–children, pregnant women and adolescents and unpaid family workers.








