The Millennium Development Goals (MDG)
In September, 2000 the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted a resolution to combat poverty and the problems of illiteracy, hunger, discrimination against women, unsafe drinking water, and a degraded environment. Leaders from almost all the countries agreed to a set of eight ambitious Goals. Indicators to measure the advance towards the MDG and specific targets for these indicators to be achieved by 2015 were adopted. 

The Goal 3 seeks to promote gender equality and empower women.  The target is to eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and in all levels by 2015. The indicators to be monitored under this goal are:

· Ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary and tertiary education.

· Ratio of  literate women to men 15-24 years old 

· Share of women in wage employment in the non-agriculture sector

· Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament.

These indicators can be found under the MDG website. As the report on Taking Action notes, the Goal 3 indicators not only suffer technical shortcomings; they fail to capture many important dimensions of gender equality and women’s empowerment. For this reason, there is strong support in the international development community for supplementing these indicators with others.  Here complementary indicators proposed by the Gender Sub-group in Geneva during the 2004 meeting.
Definitions

Educastion

Ratio of female to male gross enrollment ratio is the ratio of female gross enrollment ratio to that of males by level of education.
Primary completion rate is the percentage of students completing the last year of primary school. It is calculated by taking the total number of students in the last grade of primary school, minus the number of repeaters in that grade, divided by the total number of children of official graduation age.

Employment

Share of women in non-agricultural wage employment refers to the percentage of the wage employment in non-agricultural sector who are female.
Share of women in total employment is the percentage of the employment who are female.

Sexual and reproductive health and rights
Adolescent fertility rate is the number of births per 1000 women ages 15-49.

Health

Maternal mortality rate is the number of women who die from pregnancy-related causes during pregnancy and childbirth, per 100,000 live births.

Birth attended by skilled health staff are the percentage of deliveries attended by personnel trained to give the necessary supervision, care, and advice to women during pregnancy, labor, and the postpartum period; to conduct deliveries on their own; and to care for newborns.

Contraceptive prevalence rate is the percentage of women who are practicing, or whose sexual partners are practicing, any form of contraception. It is usually measured for married women ages 15-49 only.

