Empowerment

Women in parliament:  is the percentage of women in the Single or Lower chamber in countries with a bicameral assembly.  The data for this table has been compiled by the Inter-Parliamentary Union on the basis of information provided by National Parliaments by 15 May 2002.  

Women in ministerial level positions:  is the number of women in ministerial or equivalent positions in the government.  Data are from the United Nation’s World’s Women:  Trends and Statistics.
Women in local governments:  is the percentage of women among local government members..  

The indicators were designed and the data collected by the Women and Development Unit of ECLAC in collaboration with FLACSO.  The final report is entitled Participation and leadership in Latin America and the Caribbean: gender indicators (1999).

Empowerment here refers to the voice and decision-making power at the household, community and national levels.  





Empowerment, however, is multidimensional   and cannot be adequately measured by a single indicator.  Depending on the context, indicators that measure the economic, social, familial, legal, and


psychological dimensions of empowerment should also be considered.








