Capabilities & Human Capital


Infant mortality rate:  the number of deaths to children under 12 months of age per 1,000 live births

Under-five mortality rate:  is the probability that a newborn baby will die before reaching age five, if subject to current age-specific mortality rates.  The probability is expressed as a rate per 1,000.

Child mortality rate by sex:  is the probability of dying between the ages of one and five, if subject to current age-specific mortality rates.

Total fertility rate:  is the number of children that would be born to a woman if she was to live to the end of her childbearing years and bear children in accordance with current age-specific fertility rates.  

Life expectancy at birth by sex:  is the number of years a newborn infant would live if prevailing patterns of mortality at the same time of its birth were to stay the same throughout its life.  

The data for the five indicators listed above are from the United Nations Statistics Division’s Population and Vital Statistics Report; publications and other releases from country statistical offices; Demographic and Health Surveys from national sources and Macro International; and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) State of the World’s Children 2000.

Gross enrollment ratios (GER):  Total enrolment in a specific level of education, regardless of age, expressed as a percentage of the official school-age population corresponding to the same level of education in a given school-year.  GER is widely used to show the general level of participation in a given level of education.  It indicates the capacity of the education system to enroll students of a particular age-group.  It is used as a substitute indicator to net enrolment ratio (NER) when data on enrolment by single years of age are not available. Furthermore, it can also be a complementary indicator to NER by indicating the extent of over-aged and under-aged enrolment.  Data are from UNESCO.

Net primary enrollment:  is the ratio of the number of children of official school age (as defined by the national education system) who are enrolled in school to the population of the corresponding official school age.  Data are from UNESCO.  

Primary education provides children with basic reading, writing, and mathematics skills along with an elementary understanding of such subjects as history, geography, natural science, social science, art, and music. 
Secondary education completes the provision of basic education that began at the primary level, and aims at laying the foundations for lifelong learning and human development, by offering more subject- or skill-oriented instruction using more specialized teachers. 

Tertiary education, whether or not to an advanced research qualification, normally requires, as a minimum condition of admission, the successful completion of education at the secondary level.

Progression to grade 5:  is the share of children enrolled in primary school who eventually reach grade 5. The estimate is based on the reconstructed cohort method.  Data are from UNESCO.

Primary completion rate:  is the total number of students successfully completing (or graduating from) the last year of primary school in a given year, divided by the total number of children of official graduation age in the population.  It follows the same methodology used by the OECD for the calculation of secondary school completion rates.  The primary completion rate is a more comprehensive indicator of human capital formation and school system quality and efficiency than either gross or net enrollment ratios, or the cohort survival rate, as it measures both education system coverage and student attainment.  It is also the most direct measure of national progress towards the Millennium Development Goal of universal primary completion.

The primary completion rate is compiled by staff in the education group in the World Bank's Human Development Network.

Youth illiteracy rate:  is the illiteracy rate among people ages 15-24.  Data are from UNESCO.

Adult illiteracy rate:  is the percentage of people ages 15 and over who cannot, with understanding, read and write a short, simple statement about their everyday life.  Data are from UNESCO.

Contraceptive prevalence rate:  is the percentage of women who are practicing, or whose sexual partners are practicing, any form of contraception.  It is usually measured for married women ages 15-49 only.  The data on reproductive health come from Demographic and Health Surveys, the WHO’s Coverage of Maternity Care (1997), and other WHO sources, UNICEF, and national statistical offices.  

Women requiring more than an hour of travel time to the nearest facility providing family planning or supplies:  Insights into the relative accessibility of family planning services or supplies can be obtained in part by examining the travel time a woman must spend to reach a facility offering these services or supplies.  In the Demographic and Health Surveys, currently married women were asked the one-way travel time to the nearest visited principal family planning or health outlet which offers modern contraceptive methods, and their responses aggregated to calculate the percentage of women whose one-way travel time to the nearest facility with family planning services and supplies exceeds one hour.  The facilities considered vary considerably and include hospitals, health centers, family planning centers, private doctors, private midwives and pharmacies.

Pregnant women receiving prenatal care:  are the percentage of women attended at least once during pregnancy by skilled health personnel for reasons related to pregnancy.  The data are from the United Nation’s World’s Women:  Trends and Statistics 2000. 

Births attended by trained health staff:  are the percentage of deliveries attended by personnel trained to give the necessary supervision, care, and advice to women during pregnancy, labor, and the postpartum period, to conduct deliveries on their own, and to care for newborns.  The data on reproductive health come from Demographic and Health Surveys, the WHO’s Coverage of Maternity Care (1997), and other WHO sources, UNICEF, and national statistical offices.  

Maternal mortality  rate is the number of women who die during pregnancy and childbirth, per 100,000 live births.  These data are estimates based on an exercise carried out by WHO and UNICEF.  In this exercise, maternal mortality was estimated with a regression model using information on fertility, birth attendants, and HIV prevalence.

Child immunization rate:  is the percentage of children under one year of age receiving vaccination coverage for four diseases-measles and diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough), and tetanus (DPT).  A child is considered adequately immunized against measles after receiving one dose of vaccine, and against DPT after receiving three doses.  Data are from WHO and UNICEF.

Prevalence of HIV:  refers to the percentage of people ages 15-24 who are infected with HIV.  Data are from UNAIDS and the WHO’s AIDS Epidemic Update (2000).

Child malnutrition:  is the percentage of children under five whose weight for age is less than minus two standard deviations from the median for the international reference population ages 0-59 months.  The reference population, adopted by the World Health Organization  in 1983, is based on children from the United States, who are assumed to be well nourished.  Data have been compiled by World Bank staff from primary and secondary sources.



Capabilities & Human Capital refer to access, or lack thereof,


 to public services such as education and health.








